
 

T. J. Connor Elementary fifth graders are learning about the structure 
and properties of matter with the Toys Matter BOCES 4 Science unit. 

Throughout the unit, they will work as Materials Engineers. Students 
will complete a series of tasks in which they explore and work with a 

large variety of materials. Their final test will be to use what they have 
learned to engineer a new toy. 

 
Mr. Glass’ Criminal Law class went to the Monroe County Court in 

downtown Rochester on a field trip. “We saw three different phases of 
court: arraignments, drug court and finished with a burglary case,” 

said Glass. “Students really enjoyed interacting with Judge Elliot in 
drug court. He spent some time with us after his court ended 

answering questions and just interacting with the students.” 
 
Students in the T. J. Connor Environmental Club made birdfeeders to 

help birds over the winter months. The students watched a mini-
documentary: How Birds Survive the Winter. They learned what birds 

do to adapt to survive the winter months. The birdfeeders made by T. 
J. Connor students will help make the lives of those birds who decided 

to stay here during the winter months a little easier. 
 

Students in Mr. Call’s class constructed two different models of an 
atom and each gave a presentation to their class. The students made a 

Wave Model based on an element between Lithium (#3) and Calcium 
(#20) on the Periodic Table. The second model had to be 3D and 

contain the parts of an atom: protons, neutrons, and electrons. 
 

For the first time in the 65 year history of the Wheatland-Chili Central 
School District the T. J. Connor school community welcomed PreK 

students on Tuesday, January 21, 2020 for a half-day morning session. 
The District PreK program will build on experiences that are currently 
in place for our K-5 children. 

 
For the third annual Family Math Night at T. J. Connor, elements of 

STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) were added. The 
purpose of Family STEM Night is to help incorporate hands-on math 

and science in children's learning. The activities are intended for 
families to be able to do at home with materials they may already have 

around the house. 
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